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ed are the Poor in Spirit, for theirs is the A. ins 


| who are * Poor in Spirit; and t to ſhew 
wherein conſiſts their ot Blefſedneſs, and What will be 


Ba by the Poor in Spirit (among ſeveral Interpretations that 
re given of the Phraſe it ſeems to me moſt obvious and 
eaſonable to underſtand ſuch as have the Spirit of the Poor, ot 
of Poverty ;; The Poor in Spirit ſeem to he oppoſed to the 


* 
EL Boch), or in the vutwardCltcumſtatices. © The Bleſledneſs 


tue Text therefore may not belong toall that arexomimon- 
y call'd Poor; Nay, it is certain it does not; for there are 


ſome that are very Poor, and yet very Wicked too; and no 


icked Man can be Bleſſed, no wicked Man ſhall inherit the 
1 1 ; Nor yet is this Bleſſedneſꝭ confin d only 
thoſe that are Poor; For, as n poor Man may not be 

uch a Spirit as is ſaitable to his low Condition, ſo *tis poſe 
be that a Rich Man (even while he is Rich) may be of that 
pirit ; and if he be, the Bleſſedneſs of the Text belongs to 
im no leſs than to a porter Man of the ſame Spirit. And he 
ay truly be ſaid to be Poor in Spinit, or to have that Spirit o 

perty, to which the Text annexes a Bleſſedneſs, and pro- 
iſes a Reward, who, whether he be Poor or Rich, or What: 


ver his outward. Circumſtances are, is. of ſuch a Temper of 
tion of Mind; with regard to Riches, and to all the 
hings of this Li that be 


, or as it becomes thoſe that are poor to be; and WhO i 


hich are an Ornament. to the Poor, and to practiſe all thoſe 
rtues, which a low Condition i the World is moſt apt t 

uſtruct Men in, and te indite chend ; | 

or; the, farther ;Explicatiou” whereof it will therefore 
dful to eonſider, M hat are che propen Vertues of d por kn 

Eſtate, what Vertues do beſt ſuit with, do beſt — 
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|_| I low and mean Condition; and then to ſhew that theſe ſame 
——+ I Verturs are alfo ſach as every Man of whatfoeyer State he is 

| High or Low, Rich or Poor, is bound to end eavour after; and 


ings MN Felicity. 


- coming a State of Poverty, is Humility; tis but fit that they 
moſt | who are low in the World ſhould be likewiſe lowly in their 
quire || own Minds; of all Perſons, Pride leaſt becomes ſach ; Poor 
ſhew | and Proud do by na means agree together; It is not fit that 
II be the Poor fhould affect Greatnels,or rive to make a ſhew above 

their Fortune; It becomes them abave all others, to be eaſie 
s that in their Addrefs, and courteous and obliging to all whom they 
s and converſe with, and in all other reſpects to ſhew forth ia their 
Carriage the Lowlineſs and Meekneſs of their Spirits. 
ſaid to be moſt proper to a State of Poverty, is not peculiar t 
that State alk for *tis a Duty requir'd of all e 


meek and lowly in Heart; and thoſe Words of out 
Lord, Luke xxii. 26. are directed to ſuch of his Diſciples, as 
were to be moſt of all advanc'd above others in this World. 
The Kings of the Gentiles exertiſe Lordſhip over them,. b 
ſhall not be ſo ; bat he that is greateſt among 7755 let him be ai th 
younger ;, and be that is chief, as he that doth ſervde. 
And indeed (as the wiſe Son of Syrach ob: 
ſerves) Pride was not made for Man; neither for  Ecchuf, x. 18. 
one Man nor for another; Not for Men of hi bi 


is the Matter wherein one Man may differ from another, ia 
its {elf, very conſiderable ; nor if it were, would it be a Ju 

Reaſon of Pride; becauſe, whatever it is, it was the unmerite 
Gift of Gop, who 99 7 and maleth 0 


and does ont of the ſame. Lump of Clay, make one 3 
Peſſel unto Honour, and another unto Diſonour. Rom. bi, 4. 


ag tis well argu'd by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, iv. 7. 


glory, as if thou hadſt not received it; 


4: 
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that, as greatly conducing both to his preſent, and to his future 
1. Then, One Vertuous Difpofition'of Mind, very well be- 


nd yet this Grace, or Vertit of Hümility, tho' it may be © 


Chriſt ians'to learn of their Maſter Chriſt, who was Matth. x. 29. 


Eſtate, any more than for Men of low Degree; For neither | 


rich, who bringeth low, and lifteth up; and can, 1 Sam f. 


> maketh thee to differ from another; and what haſt thou that 


thou didft not receive ? Now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt tho 
Humility therefore, tho? it may be perhaps beſt learnt in a 
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| A Sermon Preach 
low Eſtate, is manifeſtly the Duty alſo of the Rich. And bleſs 
ſed are they, whether they be Poor or Rich, who have this 
Spirit of the Poor; that is, who, haye an humble Opinion of 
themſelves, and of all things belonging to them, who are 
little in their own Eſteem; neither attributing to themſelves 
any Excellencies or Perfections which, they have not, nor 
oyer-rating and over-valuing thoſe they have, nor aſcribing 
to themſelves the Glory thereof. e . e 
They are Bleſſed above others, as being by this excellent 
Temper of Mind, and the lovely Fruits and Effects of it in the 
outward Carriage, rendred amiable and grateful to all that 
know them; for there is nothing that ſo adorns and ſets off a 
Man, nothing that ſo qualifies him for, and entitles him to Re- 
| ſpect and Honour, as true Humility ; -whence 
1 Pet. iii. 4. the Apoſile calls it, the Ornament of a meek and 
1, -_*, ». quiet Spirit, Which, as it is of great Price in the 
Sight of Go p, ſo it is in the Sight of Men too; For Men na- 
turally reverence thoſe who have mean Thoughts of them- 
ſelves; and on. ſuch as do not hunt after Honour, they are 
moſt ready and willing to beſtow Honour. 
They are alſo bleſſed above others, becauſe they are more 


at Eaſe and Quiet in their own Minds; For being of an humble 


Spirit, and thinking but meanly of themſelves, they ate free 
from Ambition, Envy, Anger, and Revenge, and all ſuch like 
boiſterous and turbulent Paſſions, which render the Proud 
very uneaſie and unhappy in the greateſt Affluence of worldly 
good Things. An Humble-minded Man, whatever his out- 
ward Condition and Circumſtances in the World are, is calm, 
contented and thaiikful, and envies not the Condition of any 
that are placed above him; whereas the Proud and Ambitious 
Man, (as if all the World were made for him alone) never 
thinks he has enough, or ſo much as he deſerves; and what- 
ever Portion of worldly good Things he has, can take no 
Comfort or Satisfaction therein, for the want of thoſe things 
which he has not. Or if (as Hama? had) he has 
Eſth. x. 13. all the Plenty of good Things that his Heart can 
deſire, yet if there be but one Mordecai that will 

not bow the Knee to him, and do him that Reverence which 
be expects, this alone is ſufficient to diſcontent and diſquiet 

im. | 6p RS 4 | a Ig. rip Sad 

And as the humble in Mind are moſt Bleſſed at preſent, ſo 
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will they be alſo for ever; Theins 45. the King dow of- Hligwwn 
that. is, ſuch, and ſuch only as have this Sponge of Poverty, this 
Humility of Mind, have a Right and Title, by Vertue of Gop's 
gracious Promiſe, to the Eternal Bleſſedneſs of the other 
World. He that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted, Matth. xxili. t 2. 
And as the Happineſs of Heaven is peculiarly annexed 
promis d to this Grace of Humility, ſo are alſo the Degrees o 
that Happineſs, to the ſeveral Meaſures and Degrees of this 
Grace; The lowlier we are here in our , own Thought and 
Opinion, the higher ſhall we be there in Go p's Fayour, 
and our Crown will be ſo much the more Glorious. For, 
Whoſoever, ſays our Lord; (hall bumble himſelf as 
4 little Child, the ſame is greateſt in the King dm Mattharvid. * 
of Heauen. 
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Aa Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of M ind very neceſſary to 


oſe who are in a poor and low Eſtate, is Patience. 

| The Poor have need of Patience, becauſe this is one Evil 
uſually attending Poverty, and a greater Evil it is than Po- 
verty it ſelf, that it expoſes Men to Scorn and Contempt, 
makes them fubject to Indignities and Affronts, renders them 
liable to Abuſes and Injur ies, which they, by reaſon; of the 
Scantineſs of their Fortune and Want of kriends, are by no 
means able to fence off or avoid; and for what can't be avoid - 
ed there's no Remedy but Patience. The Poor therefore ha- 
ving ſuch. need of Patience, tis very requilite that they ſhould 
be endu'd with it; and the frequent Occaſions that they have 
bo, exerciſe it, will naturally put them pan endeavouriug 10 
earn it. 
But Patience is a Vertue which every Man alſo has great 

need of, and will have frequent Occaſions for, 

the Rich as well as the Poor. | For Man is born Job v. 
unto Trouble, as the 5 parks fly upward. There is 
indeed no State or Con leon = Life free, from DE RS. 
it is impoſſible that while we live in a miſerable and naughty 
World we ſhould meet with nothing in it to vex us. He that 
is aboye Contempt is the Object of Envy ; and he that is not 


affronted t to his Face may be ſlander'd beliad his Back; and he 


that is tog great to be 


cruſh'd or trampled. upon by others, 
may yet ſuffer as great 


Miſchief by ſectet Treachery; and 


he that is powerful enough to rehſt ae wot by wary 
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© Beſides ; There are ſome Evlls, and thoſe indeed the great“ 
eſt of Human Life, which-no Quality or Wealth does exempt 
Men from. For the Rich Man as well as the Poot'may have 
unkind Relations, undutiful Children, falſe Friends, or un- 
faithful Servants ; The Rich as well as the Poor may be diſap- 
inted in his Deſigns, may be robb'd and ſpoil'd of what he 
has, may have a Body very ſickly and infirm, and may ſuffer 
the ſharpeſt Pains : And all theſe, and many more ſuch like 
Evils, which no Man is by any Wealth or Dignity exempted 
_ from; are Trials of our Patience, as well as thoſe which are 
more peculiarly incident to Poverty. R 
And Bleſſed are they, whether Rich or Poor, who have 
this Spirit of Poverty; for they are plainly more Bleſſed than 
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before the QUE EN. 7 
delight-to live as do the Angels, becauſe he had us'd hirſelf to N 
fo here as much as poſſibly be could; and had rather, it he cou 


Have done it, have liv d without thoſe ſordid Pleaſures wherein Sen- 


ſual Men place their only Felicitx. 


And laſtly, Fragatity likewiſe, or wiſe and prudent Management 


of thoſe worldly good things which we have, tho' it may ſeem a 
Vertue that is profitable only for this Life, is yer in Truth a Vertue 
that does no leſs conduce to our future Happineſs, For we are not (as 
was ſaid before) the Proprietors of thoſe things which we „ but 


only Stewards; and we are then faithful in our Stewardfhip, When 


we do not laviſh away, but husband well what is committed to our 
Truſt; when we do not ſpend it idly, but improve it to our Maſtet 
Honour, or lay it out in ſuch 9 as he has directed. 4 
Who, ſays our Saviour, i that faithful and wife Steward Luk. xii. 42,3. 
whom his Lord ſhall make Ruler over his Honſhold, to 
give them their Portion of Meat in due ſeaſon ? Bleſſed is that Sur. 
vant whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall ſind ſo dig. 


VI. Another vertuous Diſpofition of Mind very requiſite to the 
Poor, and which x mean and low Condition in the World is very 
apt to work Men to, 'is a Cintempt of the World; an indifference © 
Mind towards it, and a Willingneſs to part with it. © They that live 
in Eaſe and Plenty, and meet with no Croſſes or ae 
can hardly forbear faying with the Apeftler, It is good for us to be 
here. And there is no Thought more melancholy and unpleaſant to 
them, than to conſider that it will not be long before they muſt be 
forc'd to leave that Condition of Life with which they are fo much 
leas'd. O Death, ſays the wiſe Son of Hrach, how | 

bitter is the Remembrance of thee to a Man that liveth Eccluſ. xli. 1. 


at Reff in bis Poſſeſſions, unto the Man that hath . | 
thing to dex him, aud that bath Proſperity in all thing??? 
But there is plainly no Reaſon that the Poor ſhould be thus fond 
of this World, or fo loth to go out of it. For what is all theit Life 


here but Labour and Sorrow? They toil and take Pains, they rile 


early and work late, and, after all, can bur juſt make a hard Shift to 
live; Their Fare, after all; is but ſlender, their Accommodations but 
mean; ſcarcely can they ger enough for neceſſary Uſes, much lefs can 


they make Proyifion for Pleaſure and Delight. What is there then 


in this Condition of Life that can reaſonably make Men very defirox 
to continue long in ir, or unwilling to exchange it for the better? 
Who is there that delights to be at an Inn; even tho he has the 
beſt Accommodations that the Houſe affords? But if his Lodging be 
cold or uneaſie, and his Diet coarſe ;, and either there are na_Con- 
A to be had in che Houſe, or he has not wherewichal to pur- 
chaſe them; this muſt needs make bim ſtill more indifferent 3 or ra- 
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= poſſible, and to make all the haſte he can Home, where 


li. 


ad 


— — — 4 
— — 


5 9 er, It miſt needs make him more deſſrous to ſtay there as little a 
de hopes he ſhall find things much more to his lin-. Such 
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Such a Temper of Mind; with Regard to this World, being there- 
fore what a State of Poverty is apt to bring Men to; whoever is 

the ſame Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, of whatſoever Condition 
he be, may well be ſaid to have the Spirit of the Por. 
And indeed, whatſoever Condition we are of, it is highly reaſon- 
able that we ſhould be of this Spirit; for in truth we are all but Stran- 
gers and Pilgrims here; we came from a better Place, and we hope 
We ſhall go thither again; and tho while we abide here, ſome of us 
erhaps may be better accommodated than others art, yer ſtill we are 
Fan as in an Inn, where the greateſt: Conveniences are more than 
over-balanc d by the Inconveniences ; and when we ſhall be come 
home to our Father's Houle, it will be much better with us all than 
it can be here. Why then thould we be deſirous to ſtay here? Why 
ſhould we be fond of Life > Why, if we are in a proſpcrous Conditi- 
on, ſhould we ſet our Hearts upon, or place our Happineſs in a ſhort- 
liv'd Pleaſure ? Or why, if we are afflicted; ſhould we be much vex'd 
and diſquieted by the Uneaſineſs of a Moment? It will be better for 
us all, if it be not thro our own Fault, (it will be better I ſay) even 
with thoſe of us who are the moſt proſperous, when we ſhall leave 
this World, than it can be while we continue in it. Why then ſhould 
we ſet our Affections upon any thing here > Why rather do we * 
t our Heart be there where our true Treaſure is, and endeavour to fit 
as looſe as we can from this World, which we muſt ſo ſoon go out 
of? And to this purpoſe we are exhorted by the Apo/#/e (and his Ex- 
| huortation is general, reſpecting all Perſons alike, . the 
x Cor, vii. 29, Rich no leſs than the Poor) This I ſay, Brethren, the 
Wc. Time us ſhort ;, it remaineth that both they that have 
Mies be as though they had none, and they that weep 
47 though they wept not, and they that rejozce as though they rejyced 
net, and they-that bay as though they poſſeſſed not, and they that uſe 
this World as not abuſing it: for the Faſhion of this World. paſſeth 
away. Such an indifference of Mind towards this World well be- 
comes us all, whatever. our Condition is, conſidering what a very 
ſhort while we have to Ray here. © . Ty 
And this Vertue alſo, no leſs than the others before mentioned, 
conduces very much both to cur preſent, and to our future, Bleſſed- 
neſs. Firſt, There is a preſent Bleſſedneſs belonging to thoſe who are 
of this Temper. For he that has no great Opinion of the World, or 
of any thing in it, -can't be very eager in bis Detire after it; for why 

ſhould he very earneſtly defire what he does not believe woul 
make him much happier? And the fewer things we deſire, the eaſier 
we are, and the leſs liable ro Diſappointment. t 
And indeed this is the great Unhappineſs of all thoſe, that place 
their Affections upon this World, that they will certainly fail of their 
ExpeRation ; for 29 will not be able to attain to that Cn 
promis d chemſelyes ſo much Happineſs 10, 
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before the QUEEN. 13 
or elſe they will not meet with that great Satisfaction Ne 
therein which they expected from it. And Hope de- Prov. xiii. 1a. 
ferred maketh the Heart fick, as the Wiſe Man ſas. 
It muſt needs be a great Vexation to a Man to miſs of a thing after 
he has taken a grear deal of Pains for it; Or it he ſhould obtain it, 
it will be yet a greater Vexation to find that it is not ſuch a thin 
as he took it for, but that it has rather more Evil in it than Good. 
And ſuch ate all the things of this World; al'is Va- Ne 
nity and Vexation of Spirit, as Solomon truly obſerves : Eccleſ. i. 14. 
They promiſe much Satisfaction, but they yield | 8 
none; and commonly they that have the moſt of this World have 
likewiſe the moſt Trouble. 2 £ 11 
He therefore is plainly the happieſt Man who is Poor in Spirit, 
who ſets not his Mind upon Vanity, upon things that will not ſa- 
tisfie 3 ſuch an one is above the Reach of Fortune, and will be little 
concern'd how the World goes; becauſe go it as it will, he has 
little Intereſt in it; much he expects not to gain, and much he cant 
loſe; And being thus moderately affected towards this World, and 
2 that Happineſs can't be had here below, as he will not b 
much lifted up, ſo neither can he be much caſt down or overwhelmꝰ 
with Grief, at any thing that happens to him here; he will bear all 
Changes ot Fortune with an even Mind and a contented Spirit. 
And this indeed is a great Felicity, to be able to bear well mo 
TD which in a troubleſom World it is impoſſible we ſhou 
elcape. | INDE" ety 
But the greateſt Bleſſedneſs of ſuch as have their Affections thus 
wean'd from this World is in Reverſion; Theirs is the Kingdom of 


Heaven, If we ſet our Affection on things above and not on things of 


the Earth, and ſeek thoſe things which are above, where Chriſt. ſitteth 
at the Right Hand of Gor, then when Chriſt who is our Life ſhall ap- 
F 

And to confirm and eſtabliſh our Faith in the Truth of this Pro- 
miſe it may be further conſider d, that ſuch as theſe have a Title, 
not ogly by Promiſe, but likewiſe in Equity to the Happineſs that 
is here promis d. 1 mean this, that confidering the Goodneſs of 
Gop, there ſeems to be a Congruity, a fort of Equity in it, that 
every Man ſhould have his Portion of good things as well as of evil 
things, ſome time or other, here or hereafter, in this World or in 
the next. And this ſeems to be the Ground of that LN 
Anſwer which in the Parable of the Rich Man and Luke xvi. 25. 


» þ 


pear, we alſo ſhall appear with him in Glory, as the Apoſtle ays, Col, 


Laxarut, Abraham makes to the Rich Man in Hell, 


p : 


when he had deſit d ſome Abatement of his Torment. Son, ſays Abra 


ham, remember that t hon in thy life time receivedſt thy good things, and 
Lazarns evil things; but nom he is comforted and rhox art tormented. 
Foraſmuch therefore as they, whether they be Rich or Nour, | 
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who are endued with this Spirit of the Poor (having a Mind wean'd 
from this World, and all the Enjoyments of Senſe) do not value 
much theſe wordly good things, nor place their Happineſs therein; 
it feems congruous and agreeable, that they ſhould have ſome other 
Happineſs, which is more ſuited and adequate to their Deſires, or 
elſe they would be in worſe Condition and more unhappy than 
other Men. And ſuch a Happineſs there is provided for them, a 
Happineſs pure and unmix'd, a Joy yielding full Satisfaction, as 
great as we can deſire, and far greater than we can now conceivez 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. | "ih | 
VII. Laſtly; Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind which Po- 
verty of State or a low Condition in the World is naturally apt to 
work in Men, is a pitiful and compaſſionate Temper, | 
The Poor are liable to more Pains and Sufferings in the World 
than others; they are ſometimes hungry and have nothing to eat, 
thirſty and have nothing to drink, are cold and have not Raiment 
enough to keep themſelves warm, are pinch'd with the Weather, 
and 0 no Houſe to ſhelter theinſelves in; theſe and the like 
Evils they have often been forc'd to ſuffer, and they know by Ex- 
perience how hard it is to be without the Accommodations of Life; 
aving therefore been in this diſconſolate Condition themſelves, 


they are naturally apt to have Compaſſion upon others when 


they ſe them in the like Condition, ſo that Compaſſion upon 
others ih Diſtreſs may well be reckon'd one of the Vertues of Po- 
verty, or a Vertue which Poverty is moſt apt to teach; and con- 
fequently, whoever is of a Compaſſionate Temper may be ſaid to 
have the Spirit of the Poor. | & 

But tho this be a Vertue beſt taught by Poverty, it is what Men 


in all Conditions, the Rich as well as the Poor, are bound to learn 


and practiſe. For it is the Duty of all Men, as being all Members of 
the ſame Body, to have a fellowteeling of the Sufferings of any other 
-- 1, - Part or Member of the Body. Whether, ſays the A. 

1 Cor. xii. 26. poſtle, one Member ſuffer, all the Members [uffer with 
it; or one Member be honoured, all the Members re- 

Joyce with it, Now ye are the Body of Chriſt, and Members int parti- 
cular. But tho' all are alike oblig d to have pity on others in Di- 
ſtreſs, all cannot make the like Expreſſions of their Pity» For 


they that are Poor themſelves can only commiſerate the Wants of 


other Poor, but it is not in their power. to relieve them ; they can 
only weep with thoſe that weep, but they can't eaſe them of their 
Sorrow; whereas the Rich have it in their Power to do well, as 
well as to wiſh well, to ſuch as are in Want and Diſtreſs; it is their 
part therefore not only to give good Words and good Wiſhes, but 
more ſubſtantial Comfort; not only to [ay to 4 Brother or a. Siſter 
thas ie naked and deſtitute of daily Food, Depart in Peace; be ye warm- 
ed and 2 but to 'give them thoſe things which pag Bits! for the 


Body. | . li. 14. 1 


And 


_ theſe my Brethren. ve have done them unto me. 


before the QUEEN. 15 
And Bleſſed are they who have this Spirit of the Poor; that is, 
who are of ſuch a pitiful and compaſſionate Temper as Poyerty is 
apt to teach; who, altho', in Proſperity themſelves, are yet as 
ready to relieve the Wants and Neceflitiesof others, as Men in the 
like Afflictions and Adverfities would be, if they were able. | 

They are Bleſſed even at preſent, for as our Sa-. * 
viour was uſed to ſay, It is more bleſſed to give than Act. xx. 33. 
to receive; there is certainly more Pleaſure in doing | 
Kindnefles than in receiving them; for the Pleaſure of receiving 
a Kindneſs is a ſenſual Pleafure, conſiſting in the eaſing of that 
Pain which the Man was before in, and it is (as all other ſenſual 
Pleaſures are) of ſhort Continuance; for a Man may be little the 
better now for a Kindnels that was done him fome while ago; but 
the Pleaſure of doing Good is chrefly a Pleaſute of the Mind, pro- 
curing great Joy and Delight, not only at the time when we do 
the Kindneſs, but whenever after we reflect upon what we have 


done. 

They that are of this pitiful and compaſſionate Temper, and 
ſhew forth the ſame, as they have Ability and Opportunity, in 
Acts of Mercy and Charity, are alſo Bleſſed at 1 becauſe they 
are entitled to the Bleſſing of Go p upon all that they take in 
Hand, who does commonly even in this Life render to them an 
hundred fold in Temporal Bleſſings, for the Kindneſs which they 
ſhew to others in Diſtreſs. ＋ is he, ſays the 
Fſalmiſt that conſidereth the Poor the Lord will deliver Pf. xli. 1,2, 3 
bim in time of Trouble. The Lord will preſerve him | SADLY 
and' keep him alive, aud he ſhall be bleſſed npon the Earth; and thos 
wilt not deliver him into the Will of his Enemies, The Lord will ſtreng- 
then him upon the Bed of Languiſhing, thou wilt. alſo make all his Bed 
in his Sickneſs. And, He, ſays Solomon, that hath - 
pity upon the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and that Prov. xix. 17- 


which be hath given will he pay him again. 


But the chief Bleſſedneis of theſe Poor in Spirit is alſo in Rever- 
ſion; Bleſſed are they who have this Spirit of Poverty, for theirs is 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; There are none ſo ſure to receive Mercy 
from Gop at'the great Day, as they who in this Lite ſhew Mercy 
to others in Diſtreſs. When the Hon of Man ſhall come 
in his Glory ſays our Saviour, before him ſhall be Matt. xxv. 31, 

ather d all Nation. and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on Ce. 

is right Hand, and the Goats on his left; —— and 
ſhall ſay unto them on his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of the World ; 
For I was an bungred and ye gave me Meat ; I was thirſty and ye gave 
me Drink; 1 was a Stranger and ye took me in; Naked and ye cloathed 
me; I was Sick and 7 viſited me; 1 was in Priſon and ye came unto 
me. — For inaſmuch as ye have done theſe things to one of the leaſt of 
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of Poverty, for theirs is the Ki dom of Heaven, 
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4 Sermon Preach, &c. | 
By this Account of the Proceedings at. the great Day of Judg- 
ment, it ſhould ſeem as if nothing would be then enquir'd into, but 
only whether we have had this. Spirit of Poperty;. that is, whether 
we have been Pitiful and Compaſſionate: to the Poor and Needy> 
and others in Diſtreſs, and have been free and liberal in our Boun-- 
ty towards them. But tho this be not ſo, (for we are told in 
other places, that -Gop. will then bring. every Hork into Judgment ) 
et I think it may be fairly argud from hence, that at the great 
y of reckoning ſpecial Regard, will be had to the Diſcharge of 
this Duty; that tho this alone will not be ſufficient to entitle us 
to the Reward of Heaven, the want of it alone will be ſufficient 
he co forfeit our Title to it; according to that of St. 
James, He (hall have. Judgment without Mercy wha 
. buave ſhewed no Mercy; and that tho this alone will 
not qualiſie us for the Kingdom ot Heaven, it is one of the moſt 
neceſſary Qualifications for it. v 11:3 eien rs 
I ſhall only add, for the Concluſion of all; that altho' the Ver- 
tues and Graces before-mention-d: (and if there be any other of 
the like Kind, which, becauſe moſt readily learn d, or moſt eaſily 
practis d in a low Condition, may be called. Vertues of Poverty) 
are, as has been ſhewn before, alike neceſſary to Men of all Con- 


dlitions, in order to the rendring their Lives here eaſie, and to 


* 


ualiſie them for the Kingdom of Heaven; yet, when they are 
ound in Perſons of nobler Birth, of higher Quality, and of more 
plentitul Eſtates, they ſhine with greater Luſtre, and ſo become 
more exemplaty to the reſt of the World; For which reaſon, and 
eſpecially becauſe they are commonly with more difficulty learn d 
and exercis d by ſuch Perſons than by Men of meaner Rank, as 


they are in them more excellent and Praiſe-worthy than in others, 


ſo, it may well be thought, they will alſo be rewarded with higher 
de 
Thus, Bleſſed are th Poor in Spirit, or they who have the Spirit 


1 
nich Bleſſedneſe that me may all attain, Gon of hit Infinite 
Merch grant, for the ſake of aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to mhm 
with the Father andthe Holy Ghoſt, - be all Hunour and Glory, 
nam and for ever; Amn 
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